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THE ORNITHOLOGY OF NEW GUINEA. 

By George S. Mead. 

(Mainly from the French of Meyners d'Estrey.) 

The Fauna of New Guinea shines almost exclusively in the 
variety and beauty of the birds, that are dispersed more or less 
over the islands surrounding the Papuan continent. Among 
these islands should be cited those more removed, such as 
Arrou, Adi and Sabouda, Misole, Salawatti, Batanta, Gagi, 
the isles of Gebe, King William and Waigeou as well as the 
principal islands of the great Bay of Geelvink. 

It is calculated to-day that more than 400 species of birds 
belong to this region and it is probable that this number is 
very far below the correct estimate. The interior of the con- 
tinent is certainly reserved for great surprises especially when 
we have become acquainted with the high plateaus of the 
country. 

Of these 400 species, most numerous are those belonging to 
the families of parroquetts, kingfishers, flycatchers, honey- 
birds, crows, pigeons and herons. Others more rare, are repre- 
sentatives of the owls, sparrows, hornbills, bee-eaters, wood- 
cocks and ducks. 

Among the birds of prey, should be mentioned for its size — 
Haliaetus leucogaster, which is found all through the Papuan 
Archipelago, especially the islands of Arrou ; but it seems that 
it does not come to the Bay of Geelvink. The same is true of 
Haliaetus indicus, while Pandion haliaetus ismet with everywhere. 
Spizaetus gurneyi is the least common of all the birds of prey 
in the Indies and one does not meet it as a rule at Gilolo and 
the islands adjacent. Rosenberg obtained a specimen at Sal- 
awatti but did not see others. 

Astur novx hollandise is equally rare ; Rosenberg killed one 
of these beautiful birds during his sojourn in Mefore. It 
strays as far as Java where occasionally it nests, and where the 
natives know it under the name of Tere. 
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Baza reinwardtii is seen everywhere, especially in gardens in 
the neighborhood of the huts. 

The impenetrable forests under which the country is in some 
degree buried, serves as a refuge for certain kinds of owls,. 
where it is difficult to take them on account of their solitary 
habits. Yet they are widely dispersed, and their peculiar cry 
is frequently heard in the silence of the night even near 
dwellings and in the center of villages. 

New Guinea is par-excellence in Oceania the land of parro- 
quetts. There are known to-day more than thirty species. 
Many occupy a wide extent of territory ; for instance — Cacatua. 
triton, Microglossias aterrimus, Eclectus polychlorus, Trichoglossus; 
hsematotus, Lorius scintillatus, Nanodes placens and Nasiterna 
pygmsea. 

Others are confined to narrow limits : for example — Lorius 
cyanauchenfuscatus, Nanodes musschenbrcekii, Psittacus brehmii et 
modestus, Psittacula melanogenia and Dasyptilus pecquetii. The 
vertical dispersion of these species is very limited. 

Microglossias alceto, Eclectus westermanii et cornelise, as also. 
Lorius semilarvatus, whose habitat it was supposed was in New 
Guinea, have never been seen there. It is surprising to find 
in the little island of Goram, near Ceram, Cacatua triton,. 
whereas one might rather expect to see there Cacatua moluccen- 
sis; it is likely, however, that the former as well as the baboon 
Cynocephalus niger of Batjan, was brought originally to Goram 
and became wild again there. 

Representatives of very many species of cuckoos are here met 
with ; among them Centropus menebeckii and sonneratii are very 
common. Cuculus leucolophus and striatus on the other hand 
are quite rare. 

Among the swifts that are found everywhere, two species 
especially should be mentioned, viz., Cypselus mystaceus and a 
Collocalia. We may name here also a large species of goat- 
suckers — Podargus papuensis, which inhabits chiefly the 
islands of Arrou, Waigou and Mefore. 

New Guinea is extremely rich in sun-birds, as for example — 
the Nectarinia, Ptilotis, Glyciphila and Melliphaga. The large 
number of birds of this family as, well as of the Malurus comes. 



1894,] The OrnitJiology of New Guinea. 391 

from the blending of the fauna of the Moluccas with that of 
Australia which are united at it were in New Guinea. 

Of the family of thrushes one meets here only three species 
of which Pitta novseguiness is the most widely extended. The 
specimens which Rosenberg obtained from the isle of Sowek 
are different from the others in his account and have been de- 
scribed by Schlegel under the name of Pitta rosenbergii. 

Flycatchers and analogous species abound in New Guinea 
and the adjacent islands. They are found without exception 
on the warm leeward coast. 

One finds also frequently in these same islands many species 
of Edolius and Oraucalus as well as Eurystomus gularis, which 
inhabits the entire Archipelago. 

Artamus was not seen by Rosenberg either on the islands of 
Arrou or Misole, whereas Cradicus cassicus, Tropidorhynchus 
novseguineas and Lamprotornis showed themselves everywhere 
in great numbers. 

Of sixteen species of Kingfishers, Dacelo gaudichandii is the 
most abundant; Tanisyptera carolinm and riedelii are scarce. 
Alcedo pusilla and solitaria are quite rare, as well as Dacelo 
torotoro. All these birds frequent the leeward coast to the foot 
of the mountains. 

One species only of hornbill is known in New Guinea — 
Bucerus ruficollis. 

The family of Crows is well represented. Among them may 
be specially noticed Corvusorru with its bright-blue eye, and 
Chalibaeus ater of the color of steel. 

The Birds of Paradise of which several species are known, are 
all from New Guinea, and the islands adjacent. 

The distribution of some of these species presents some sin- 
gular facts. One finds amongst others Paradisea rubra in 
Waigeou and Batanta, while at the same time it is not to be 
found at Salawatti, separated from Batanta only by the strait 
of Sagevien, which is is not very wide and which these birds 
could easily cross on the wing. 

Paradisea papuana is not met in Salawatti, although this 
island is nearer the mainland (New Guinea) than Misole 
where it is said the bird is not lacking. 
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Paradisea regia is more widely dispersed, and Paradisea apoda 
much less so, for it is confined exclusively to the islands of Ar- 
rou. The former is found not only here, but in Misole, 
Salawatti, Jobi and the mainland. 

Paradisea rubra haunts the islands of Waigeou, Getnien and 
Batanta. 

Paradisea magniftca or speciosa makes its home in Misole, 
Salawatti and Jobi. 

Paradisea wilsonii is found only in Waigeou and Batanta. 

All the above mentioned seek the hot coast lands on the 
leeward side, while the two following keep at least 2000 feet 
above sea-level, viz. : Paradisea sexpennis an d Paradisea superba ; 
the latter is confined to the mountains of New Guinea solely. 

Paradisea wallacei is found only in Halmahera and Batjan. 

In the countries where the Birds of Paradise live, they con- 
stitute the bulk of the birds. The work of Wallace gives 
curious information concerning their habits and mode of life. 
Rosenberg also writes at length about them in his Notes of a 
voyage to the islands southeast of the Indian Archipelago. 
According to his statement the males and females of Paradisea 
superba were the first undamaged specimens of this rare species 
ever seen in Europe. 

Epimachi (Plume-birds), species that vie in its plumage 
with the Birds of Paradise, are found only in New Guinea and 
Salawatti. Neither Wallace nor Bernstein was able to pro- 
cure the Epimachus speciosus and gidaris although the latter 
offered a reward of 80 francs for fine specimens. 1 

Epimachus mdgnificus and resplendens inhabit the mainland. 
The last is also encountered in Salawatti, in some places even 
in great numbers. 

In Ternate Rosenberg met a traveller, who had brought a 
small collection of objects of natural history from the North 
coast of New Guinea, among them one bird in particular that 
attracted his attention. It was a new species unknown to 
science, the shape and tints of which resembled those of the 
female Epimachus. An offer was made by Rosenberg for the 
bird in order that he might secure it for the museum of Leyden, 

1 Confined exclusively to the Mountains of New Guinea. 
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but was refused. The specimen had been somewhat badly pre- 
pared and was not perfect. In compliment to Professor Veth, 
the savant who did so much to extend our knowledge of eth- 
nology and geography of the Netherland East Indies, Rosen- 
berg named the bird Epimachus vethii. Excepting the head, 
throat and neck the bird was of a brown color (fuscus) ; the 
upper part of the head was very dark ; the back and upper 
side of the tail were ferruginous, the latter brown in the center. 
The breast was of a brownish-white, darker below and trans- 
versed by arched lines ; the beak was curved and black. The 
length of the bird was about 35 centimetres, of which the tail 
made 14, the beak 7. The fourth plume was very long. 
D'Albertis and Meyer when later they visited the district of 
Arfak and other regions near the Bay of Geelvink, saw this 
bird which Sclater has named Drepanornis albertisii. 

We find in Papua only four species of Paradisiers Loriots, viz. 
Oriolus aureus and xanthogasler that are confined strictly to the 
continent, Oriolus fiavicinctus in New Guinea and the islands of 
Arrou, and Oriolus striatus in New Guiuea, Waigeou and 
Salawatti. In museums there are scarcely any perfect spec- 
imens of these beautiful birds. 

The Gallinse are represented by only four families which, 
with the exception of the Otidiphaps, are found everywhere. 

There are great numbers of Pigeons, forty species at least of 
which are known at present. Some of these are widely dis- 
persed, others are confined to narrow limits. 

Three species of Cassowaries live in these parts : — Casuarius 
bicarunculatus which is seen in the islands of Arrou ; Casuarius 
uniappendiculatus found in Salawatti and on the northwest 
coast of New Guinea; and Casuarius papuanus inhabiting 
Arfak and the island of Jobi. These birds seek the flat hot 
lands but not the marshes. 

Rosenberg describes a beautiful live specimen of Casuarius 
uniappendiculatus at Ternate, which was offered to him by the 
Rajah of Salawatti. This bird was about two years old and 
had nearly attained full growth although it still wore the 
brown plumage of its youth. The lovely golden shade of the 
neck which appears soon after birth, shone in full splendor but 
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the azure of the head was not so vivid. The bird was very- 
tame, liking men but hating dogs and cats. 

The Dromalectores, Tallegallus and Megapodius, are found 
everywhere excepting in the mountains. 

The Waders frequent the coasts generally, particularly 
Tringa and Totanus. There are also many herons, especially in 
the Archipelago of Arrou, at the straits of Gallewo and in the 
island of Waigeou. 

Aquatic birds are rare, excepting perhaps in Arrou ; some 
species are Sterna pelecanoides, torresi and dougalii, Podiceps< 
gularis; lastly the ducks, Anas arcuata and radja. 



